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The Governor today signed H.B. 111 (Smith), the General Appropria-
£1on Bill for the operation of state government during the next two
.yeéfsv

In signing the bill, the Governor made this statement:

"One of my recommendations %0 the 53rd leglslature was that a cost-
cf-living raise be given to state employees. This bill grants a general
paise of $180 a year. This is not as much as I had hoped for, but it
was all that could be squeezed out of available revenues. If and when
more money becomes avallable, I hope the Legislaturevwill conslder in-
ecreasing this figure,

"It has been found that honest miscalculations in the appropria-
tion for State Hospitals and Speclal Schools makes it essential that
corrective legislation be phssed. A bill is needed to free the Board's
local funds so that current operations can be continued and, at the
same time, the $180 salary increase given to all employces a8 was the
legislature's clear intent.

"In another instance, insufficient funds were provided to staff

i all the new hospitals that will be ready for uge during the next'bi-

: emium, Provision has been made for the new tuberculosis hospitals,

| but not for some of the others. It is obviously imperative to make
fﬁthese funds available to the Board, in order that we may not be delayed
ilin‘taking advantage of the new facilities that are being provided for
 the mentally 111.
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"By oversight, authorization was not given for the Highway Depart-

pent to grant the usual vacations to employees who work on an hourly

pasis. This provision should be restored by special statute."

(2)
The Governor has vetoed S.B. 144 (Martin), amending the Cemetery

Tnis bill was submitted to the Attorney General for an opinion

e ruled that it contravenes Section

Act .
as to 1ts constitutionality, and h

-6 of Article III (bracket bill).

(3)

The Governor has signed H.B. 517 (Moore), amending the Firemen's

Pension law, Immediate effect.
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